
Endorsement for Intermediate Emergency Medical 
Technicians and Advance Emergency Medical Technicians 

To Administer Immunizations and Dispense Medication  
During Public Health Training Exercises, Public Vaccination 

Clinics, and During Public Health Emergencies  
 
Recently, there has been increasing concern about the potential for emergence of a novel 
influenza virus that could cause a new pandemic.  The World Health Organization, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the US Department of Health and Human 
Services, the Nevada State Health Division, and Local Health Officers are working to 
improve our ability to respond to public health emergencies in which immunization is 
administered or medication is dispensed. 
 
One product of these efforts is authorization to allow medical providers to participate in 
non-traditional ways, such as allowing Intermediate Emergency Medical Technicians and 
Advance Emergency Medical Technicians to administer influenza vaccine and dispense 
medications during a public health emergency.  
 
Assembly Bill 349 enacted by 75th Session of Nevada Legislature authorizes an 
Intermediate Emergency Medical Technician or an Advanced Emergency Medical 
Technician who holds an endorsement to administer immunizations, dispense medication 
and prepare and respond to certain public health needs in accordance with regulations 
adopted by State Board of Health.  If this strategy is to be effective, Intermediate 
Emergency Medical Technicians and Advance Emergency Medical Technicians must 
participate in public vaccination clinics and other activities designed to prepare the 
community to meet anticipated health needs.  Response during an actual epidemic shall 
be under the direct supervision of the local health officer, or his designee. 
 
Authorization under this program is only valid for Intermediate Emergency 
Medical Technicians and Advanced Emergency Medical Technicians who hold an 
endorsement to administer immunizations issued by Nevada Office of Emergency 
Medical Systems.  
 
The following steps must be completed in order to obtain an endorsement to administer 
immunizations:  
 

•  The Influenza Vaccine training course is delivered by a person who is licensed to 
administer influenza vaccine (e.g. a Public Health Nurse, RN, PA, or physician)  

 
•  Each participant demonstrates the administration of either actual influenza 

vaccine or an IM saline injection to a patient or volunteer under the direct 
supervision of a person who is licensed to administer influenza vaccine  



 
•  A list of each Intermediate Emergency Medical Technician or Advance 

Emergency Medical Technician who completed the training and evaluation is 
submitted to the Nevada Office of Emergency Medical Systems (OEMS). The list 
must be legible.  

 
• Endorsement to administer immunizations will be noted on EMS certification of 

listed participants by Nevada OEMS. 
 

o To participate in a public vaccination clinic or other local health authority 
sponsored training exercise, the participant list must be approved by 
Nevada OEMS PRIOR to the start of the public vaccination clinic.  

 
o In the event of a declared public health emergency, the participant list must 

be sent to Nevada OEMS within 48 hours after the start of the public 
vaccination event.  

 
Education Standards:  
 
Education Standards outline the minimal terminal objectives for EMS personnel to 
achieve an Immunization Endorsement under this program. 
 
The Intermediate Emergency Medical Technician and Advanced Emergency Medical 
Technician will be able to:  
 
1. List the type of vaccine or medication that will be administered, indications, 

contraindications and precautions, dosage, side effects, administration.  
 
2. List the anatomic sites for intramuscular injections for patients of various ages.  
 
3. List the appropriate steps for intramuscular injections. 
 
4. Demonstrate the safe administration of influenza vaccine or saline to a human 

volunteer or patient. 
 
5. State when an Intermediate Emergency Medical Technician or Advanced Emergency 

Medical Technician is permitted to administer influenza vaccine or medications.  
 
 
Instructional Guidelines:  
 
Educational Standard  
 
1. List the type of vaccine or medication that will be administered, indications, 

contraindication and precautions, dosage, side effects, administration.  
 



A. Vaccines:  
a. Type of vaccine that will be administered 
b. Pharmacology of vaccine 

i. Trivalent (TIV) 
ii. Live Attenuated Influenza Vaccine (LAIV) 

iii. How vaccine viruses are grown 
 

B. Medications 
a. Common types 
 

C. Indications: 
a. Identifying persons eligible/ineligible for vaccination 

i. Age groups 
1. adult 
2. children 
3. infants  

 
ii. Identified high-risk populations 

1. age dependant or ranges 
2. close proximity of others 
3. pregnant women 
 

iii. Contact with high-risk populations 
1. healthcare workers 
2. employees of long-term care facilities 
3. household contacts of high-risk persons 
 

D. Contraindications and Precautions: 
a. Severe allergic reactions 

i. Prior dose of inactivated influenza vaccine 
ii. Vaccine component (e.g., eggs) 

 
b. Moderate or severe acute illness 
c. Non-contraindications 

i. Pregnancy 
ii. Breastfeeding 

iii. Immunosuppression 
 

E. Dosage: 
a. Age and weight dependant 
b. Immunization schedules 
 

F. Side Effects: 
a. Common adverse reactions 
b. General symptoms 
c. Guillain-Barre Syndrome (GBS) 
d. CDC, Vaccine Adverse Events Reporting System (VAERS) 



 
G. Administration: 

a. Written clinic protocols 
b. Techniques for patient education 
c. Program documentation 

i. Consent 
ii. Refusal 

iii. Forms of identification 
iv. Adverse events 
v. Documentation to patient or primary-care provider 

 
Educational Standard  
 
2. List the anatomic sites for intramuscular injections influenza vaccine for patients of 

various ages.  
 

A. Adult 
a. Needle selection 
b. Proper anatomical landmarks 

i. Deltoid muscle 
c. Angle of injection 
 

B. Children/Infants 
a. Needle selection 
b. Proper anatomical landmarks 

i. Middle third of the thigh muscle 
ii. Lateral of midline 

c. Angle of injection 
 
Educational Standard  
 
3. List the appropriate steps for intramuscular injections.  
 

A. PPE 
a. Per written clinic protocol 
 

B. Patient identification 
a. Previous reaction receiving influenza vaccine 
b. Verify name, age weight and current health status 
 

C. Draw dosage 
a. Technique per clinic protocol 
b. Verify type and dose 

i. Dependant on age and weight of patient 
 

D. Choose injection site 
a. Deltoid  



b. Thigh 
 

E. Clean site 
 
F. Proper insertion 

a. Proper needle selection 
b. Hold skin 
c. Bevel location 
d. Angle of insertion 
 

G. Plunger aspiration 
a. Needle placement 
b. Absence of blood 
c. Presence of blood 
 

H. Disposal 
a. Syringe/needle 
 

I. Documentation 
a. Per clinic protocol 
 

J. Patient education 
a. Send patient to next station 

 
Educational Standard  
 
4. Demonstrate the safe administration influenza vaccine or saline to a human volunteer 

or patient.  
 
Demonstrate the safe administration of an intramuscular injection of either influenza 
vaccine or saline to person. This must be done under the direct supervision of a person 
who is licensed to administer influenza vaccinations (e.g. an RN, PHN, PA, or 
physician). 
 
Educational Standard 
 
5. State when an Intermediate Emergency Medical Technician or Advanced Emergency 

Medical Technician is permitted to administer influenza vaccine or medication.  
 
An Intermediate Emergency Medical Technician or Advanced Emergency Medical 
Technician with a valid certification and immunization endorsement under this program 
can give influenza vaccine and medications under the following conditions:  
 

A. A Nevada State Health Division training exercise or public vaccination clinic, or  
 
B. A Local Health Authority training exercise or public vaccination clinic, or 

 



C. An actual epidemic or other emergency in the determination of the Governor, the 
assistance of state agencies is needed to supplement the efforts and capabilities of 
political subdivisions to save lives and protect the health and safety of persons in 
Nevada, and;. 

 
D. Under the direct supervision of the local health officer, or designee, of the 

jurisdiction in which the immunization is administered or the medication is 
dispensed or in which the emergency or need exists. 

 


